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The lunatic makes an undaunted, pertinacious reformer, who fails 
to see any thing but his delusion, and, therefore, ignores obstacles. 
Because of the energy arising from such delusive conceptions, he 
is often chosen a leader, and it is a sight not without a comical 
aspect, to see such a lunatic praised for foresight and philanthropy, 
which are often the offspring of diseased selfishness, and the 
leader of men intellectually his superiors, who follow him blindly, 
because his disease makes him energetic. It is a decidedly good 
sign that the populace are beginning to apply the term “crank ” 
to impracticable projectors, because it denotes a beneficial con¬ 
servatism which will do much to place the insane reformers where 
they can do least harm. 


THE PENAL CODE AND SUICIDE. 

When the provisions of the New York Penal Code became 
known it was stated by more than one alienist that, although the 
Code, so far as it related to suicide, was psychologically somewhat 
well based, it would not be executed with sufficient rigor, as its ex¬ 
ecution was entrusted to people of rather emotional nature. The 
following decision shows that this opinion was correct, and that 
the Code will not accomplish any thing in the way of the preven¬ 
tion of suicide, as its execution will be a mere matter of caprice of, 
that most capricious of individuals, the police justice : “ In the 
Jefferson Market police court, New York, it was decided that John 
Alsop, arrested for attempting suicide, should be discharged be¬ 
cause, although he was found with his throat cut and a rope 
about his neck, it had not been proved that he intended to kill 
himself.” It will be obvious that such decisions emasculate the law. 


INSECURITY OF ENGLISH ALIENISTS’ POSITIONS. 

It has become the fashion for English medical journalists to 
dilate on the insecurity of the position of medical superintendents 
of hospitals for insane in the United States. Every thing that 
has been said has certainly been warranted by the circumstances, 
and no American physician worthy of the name has felt justified 



526 EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 

in doing otherwise than fully agreeing with the severe strictures 
of his English confreres on the evil results of putting medical 
politicians at the head of hospitals for the insane. This criticism, 
however, was usually but a text for laudations of English methods 
in regard to the insane. Late events show that the English live 
in a very frail glass house in this respect, and will no longer be 
able to cast stones or congratulate themselves on the perfection 
of English institutions. Dr. Medlicott was (Journal of Mental 
Science , October, 1882) suddenly dismissed from an English 
county asylum under circumstances of great and undeserved in¬ 
dignity, and very recently Dr. Wood, {Journal of Mental Science, 
April, 1884,) an able and experienced medical superintendent, 
was dismissed from his position in the hospital for the insane of 
that ex-kingdom, the Isle of Man. The circumstances attending 
the dismissal of Dr. Wood are more disgraceful than even the cir¬ 
cumstances attendant on the discharge of every superintendent in 
the State of Virginia because of the triumph of a political party. 
The American “ politician,” not a very enlightened individual, 
is a decided statesman when compared with the English justices 
of the peace, who will resist that to which the American bows— 
public opinion. The members of the “ Legislature ” of the Isle 
of Man have in their late proceedings shown themselves not un¬ 
worthy representatives of the English justices of the peace, whose 
intellectual powers were the theme of ridicule even in the time of 
Shakespeare. They have followed a precedent set in the case of 
Dr. Medlicott, and thereby set a second precedent, which endan¬ 
gers the positions of other superintendents who may chance to 
show a little more humanity than “ visiting justices ” deem de¬ 
sirable, because of its cost. It is to be regretted that the Scotch 
alienists should have unwittingly afforded these inhabitants of the 
Isle of Man a seeming scientific basis for a very arbitrary action 
—an action for which the course of the Scotch alienists is indi¬ 
rectly, though unwittingly to them, responsible. 



